
Penrith Castle  and  Richard Duke  of  Gloucester

MARK CRASTER-CHAMBERS

AFTER THE  DEATH  OF  RICHARD NEVILL, Earl of Warwick, Edward IV was
able  to  divide  his lands between his own brothers.l Richard Duke of
Gloucester was granted the lordships of Penrith, Middleham  and Sheriff
Hutton.2 The true heir to  these  estates, however, was George Nevill,
Warwick’s nephew, making Richard’s right to the lands in some degree
questionable? Edward IV needed to  fill  the political  vacuum  in the north left
by Warwick and reward his younger brother; he also had to take account of
the  fact  that  Penrith lay in the heart of an area of staunch Lancastrian
sympathies where the Cliffords had once held power.  ‘Black’ Clifford’s  son,
Henry, was brought up secretly in remote Yorkshire and Lake District
farmhouses and he did not regain his  inheritance  until  after the  Battle  of
Bosworth. The north western gentry may not have forgotten these old
loyalties, and their affiliation to the Clifford family and Henry VI presented
extra difficulties in an area filled  with  family feuds  and plagued by Scottish
raids.‘ The new lord of Penrith would  have  to win new loyalties in a closed
community and keep his property safe from the so called  Scottish ‘moss
troopers’.

Penrith was  a  very valuable gift. An assessment of the estates once
owned by Richard Duke of Gloucester was as  follows:—

‘Inglewood, the ward of Gatescall and the park of  Plumpton  Head
amounting to  £41.  31.  61/2  per  annum  free tenants rent, and  also  all  those
rents of the free  tenants within  the  said forest, late  in charge of our  Sheriff  of
Cumberland, and  which  said  honour of  Penrith  and the other premises, are
of yearly rent or  value  of  £319.  17. 4V2 per  annum, and of the clear rent or
value, the  reprizes  deducted of £310. 3.  73/4  and were parcel of the
possessions of  Richard late  Duke of Gloucester.”

It  also  appears Richard owed £46. 175. 8d. per annum for the  custody of
certain lands in Inglewood forest and  this  was to be paid into the hands of
Morgan Kydwelly and John Shawarly of London for  twenty years.‘S
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It was'Ribhard who changed Penrith Castle temporarily into  a  fitting
residence for  a  royal duke, by undertaking a  large programme of rebuilding.
Penrith Castle as it  stands today is about 130 square  feet, the Red ToWer or
Richard’s Tower  extending some twenty seven and a  half feet  at the northern
corner. As Duke of Gloucester Richard added a large  banqueting hall
occupying the eastern end of the  castle  with the kitchens  extending towards
the southern corner.7 In the engraving of Penrith Castle  executed  by Samuel
and Nathaniel Buck in 1739 we can see a large room  with  three long windows
on the north  east  side of the  castle.  This, shown as  extending from the
remains of the Red Tower to Bishop Strickland’s Tower, must  be identified as
Riéhard’s banqueting hall. It was around  fifty feet  long and twenty five  feet
wide and was  also  around  twenty feet  from its floor to timbered roof. The
second floor may have  contained sleeping apartments as there are small
slitted windows  at the top of the exterior  wall.  It is  also  possible  that  Richard
added  a  porter’s lodge and detached buildings such as stables and even a
brewery and  bakehouse.‘ From this  evidence  of extensive buildings at Penrith
it can be assumed  that  Richard often lived at the castle and it has  been stated
that  by his magnificent mode of living here he won great popularity in the
north. The  building may also .have been  to overawe the neighbouring
Lancastrians.9 There is no positive evidence that Richard stayed anywhere
except  the  castle  while he resided in Penrith, although there is a  story that  in
1471  he resided in Dockray Hall, now the  Gloucester  Arms.lo It is possible
that  rebuilding was taking place at the castle in  1471  and  that  Richard  stayed
at Great Dockray while supervising it, but like the legend telling ,of an
underground passage between the hall and castle, it is unlikely to be _true.”
There is on the bar of the Gloucester Arms today a carving of heads supposed
to represent Richard III and Anne Nevill, and there is some fine old black
panelling in the principal rooms. All  that  is certain is that the Gloucester
kArms  today bears little resemblance to the Dockray Hall Richard would have

nown.
There is  little known  of the Duke of  Gloucester’s  connections with the

Penrith area, but among the meagre records is  a  document of 1474‘2 written
by John Kendale worth  quoting in full:—

R. Gloucestre.  [sign'manual]
Richard, duke  of Gloucestre, constable  and  admiral  of England, to all to

whom  these  our present letters shall come, greeting. Know  that  we, in
consideration of the  good  and acceptable service  which  our  beloved  servant
Thomas  Hoton, gentleman, has in time  past devoted  to us and 'according to
the form and effectual  condition  specified in an  indenture which  we the
above  named  Duke  and the afore said Thomas  have caused  to be drawn up,
have granted  to the  said  Thomas  a.certain  annuity of one hundred  shillings
sterling to be had and yearly received by the  said  Thomas  for the  whole  term
of his life from the rents and revenues of our lordship of Penrith  coming to
the  hands-of  our receiver for the  time being by equal  portions  at Easter and at
the  feast  of  Saint  Michael the  Archangel.

In  witness  whereof we  have  caused  these  our letters  patent  to be drawn.
Given  the  twenty second day in the  month  of December in the fourteenth
year of the reign of  King Edward the  Fourth  after the  Conquest.

J. Kendale
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Richard may have  gradually won over the support of local men, his
position improved' by his marriage to Anne Nevill. The strengthening of
defences at Penrith  also  meant  that  the castle could be incorporated  into  part
of  a  network of defences against Scotland, and Richard may have  kept  a
considerable number of men in the border defences in time of war. In  1482  he
is  known  to  have  had  a  licence to buy 2,000  quarters of wheat and 1,000
quarters of  barley, hay, rye, oats, meslin, beans and peas in any places of
England, Wales  or Ireland, for the support of the additional garrison
maintained on the border.” There appears to have been  a  shortage of
provisions, especially corn on the border at this  time  on account of the great
number of soldiers the  king had ‘occassioned’ to send there to resist  ‘the many
fold  assaults  and  continual  werres of the  Scots’."

It has been  stated  that hundreds of the men of Penrith  went  to the
coronation of Richard III in  1483, showing his popularity with  the people of
Penrith.“ There appears to be little firm evidence supporting this  statement,
but it is possible  that  men from Penrith responded to Richard's letters of 10
and 11 June 1483 to the north.  These  letters, carried by Richard  Ratcliff, were
written in the first instance to the Mayor and Corporation of York and
secondly to Ralph  Nevill, heir presumptive to the earldom of Westmorland.
The letter to Lord Nevill asked him to  ‘come  to me with that ye may make,
defensibly arrayed, in all haste  that  is possible’ and further promised  that  ‘do
me now good service, as ye have always before  done, and trust now so to
remember you as shall be the  making of you and yours’.” Men from Penrith
and the borders who may have  gone with  Lord Nevill to answer the call of  the
Protector and their Lord would  have  reached London in  time  to  view  the
coronation of Richard  111.  It is likely that  by this  time Richard had won their
loyalty by his success against the Scots and his part in the border war.

After the accession of Richard III the manor of Penrith  became  vested in
the crown and it remained  a  royal manor for over 200 years.  A  John  Clapham
was appointed to the  office  of porter at Penrith on 27 March 1484, with the
remuneration of four pence per day to be said out of the revenue of the
lordships of Penrith and other profits." John lapham only held the  post  until
28 November 1485 when Robert Lancaster was appointed.” The  good times
of Penrith  Castle  were now sadly over. Over the years the  castle  has fallen
slowly into ruins but it remains today a  monument  of border conflict.
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